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From the President 

In preparing to write my first letter “From 
the President,” I read four letters written 
by the previous CRPA president, Dick 
Brooks. I couldn’t help but notice how 
much he had to say about major 
rainfall. Boy, has it been the opposite of 
late! Unfortunately, the lack of rainfall 
caused the cancellation of our annual 
picnic float. According to board member 
David Burnett (who measures these 
things), the stream flow in July was the 
lowest it’s been in 50 years.  
 

Even without the float, the annual CRPA picnic was quite a success! It 
was held at David and Kit Burnett’s lovely Cowpasture River Farm and 
attended by a record-breaking 101 members and guests. I believe the 
combination of the perfect location, a catered meal, and an 
opportunity to escape from “lock down” worked to draw a crowd. 
The catered meal was delicious and should probably be provided at 
future picnics; however, I just wonder if I may miss seeing Joe Wood 
flipping burgers on the grill.  
 

I introduced myself at the picnic as the new president of the CRPA. 
For those of you who missed out on my “address,” I’ll paraphrase 
what my husband, Witcher, said was the best thing I had to say. I 
made the remark that since moving to Windy Cove Farm in 2013, the 
Cowpasture River has become part of my daily life. Every day I am 
either walking along beside it, in it, or driving over it. Therefore, it 
truly is in my best interest to work to preserve the pristine nature of 
this beautiful river. This will be my focus as president of the CRPA!  
 

We have finally had some measurable rainfall. It has come just in time 
to save the corn crop at Windy Cove and to cool down the water 
temperature in the river as well as raising the water level. As autumn 
arrives, I hope many of you will continue to enjoy being in and around 
the river – a favorite pastime for all of us.  
 

One last thing. You should know that I will be making a daily 
observation of The Rise and Fall of the Cowpasture River. (Catchy 
book title, right?) And I’ll let you know what I find out.  
 

Elizabeth Dudley 
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 Executive Assistant’s Corner 

I wanted to thank Dick Brooks for his years of service as the President 
of the CRPA Board of Directors. Dick became President at the Annual 
Meeting on May 20, 2017, just a few days after I was hired into this       
position. During his tenure as President, I’ve seen Dick tackle many      
projects to expand CRPA and bring it more up-to-speed. They include:  

• Being a key leader in the ongoing fight against the Atlantic Coast   
Pipeline. 

• After much research, transitioning CRPA over to a better database 
with many more capabilities than we previously had. 

• Overseeing the transition to our new, upgraded website. 

• Encouraging our entry into the world of Instagram. 

• Initiating the CRPA yearly calendar which has now become such a 
popular item. 

• Overseeing the addition of our online merchandise store which is now on our website. 

• Overseeing the yearly CRPA online auction. 

• Overseeing the establishment of the yearly scholarship for a second-year student at Dabney  
Lancaster Community College (from the Bill Hardbarger Education Scholarship Fund). 

• Initiating a project (which is still in process) of collecting many years of our river monitoring data 
and placing it in one central location on our website. (We hope to have this accomplished by the 
end of the year.) 

• In addition, Dick answered every email, phone call and Facebook message from people who had 
various questions which I could not answer.  

Dick, we appreciate all of your hard work as President over these past four years. We are thrilled 
you will still be staying on the board, at least for a little bit longer. And I’m so honored to be working 
with Elizabeth Dudley, who I know will do a great job leading CRPA into the future. Thank you. 
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BATH COUNTY ARTS SHOW 2021 

“Best Cowpasture River in any Medium” 

 

Congratulations to Nan Mahone Wellborn who won the 
award for “Best Cowpasture River in Any Medium” at the 
Bath County Arts Show held in July. There were a number of 
entries this year for this particular category due to the     
recent artists’ retreat which was held at Fort Lewis Lodge in 
early May. CRPA has now sponsored this award for the past 
two years, and since Nan is currently a CRPA board member, 
she returned the award money back to CRPA. We’re happy 
for you Nan! 

Cowpasture River — Spring Reflected 16”x20”, oil 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SUMMER PICNIC 
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Many thanks to David and Kit Burnett for their generosity in hosting our summer picnic on August 

7th. We had 101 people in attendance — a new record! Our tasty meal of brisket and chicken was 

catered by the wonderful Mountain Mama Catering. Everyone was thrilled to finally see each other 

again after a year of isolation. And the weather could not have been better. A great day all around! 

Tom and Patti Watts 

Andrew and Linsey Young 

Heading back over the bridge after the party was over. Newlyweds Austin Roland and Catherine Manner 

Bartender extraordinaire — Nan Mahone Wellborn 

Photo by Lynne Griffith 

Photo by Lynne Griffith 

Photo by Kathy Farmer 

Photo by Kathy Farmer 

Photo by Linsey Young 

Photo courtesy of Linsey Young 



    

  

CRPA’s 50th Anniversary Series — Article #1 in 
Celebration of the History of the Cowpasture River 
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Report on the Navigability of the Cowpasture River for the  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District 

by John W. Knapp and Tyson Van Auken 
VMI Research Laboratories, Inc. 

Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, Virginia 
August 1979 

 

1. Name of waterbody:  Cowpasture. 

2. Tributary to:  James River at the confluence of the Cowpasture and Jackson Rivers near Iron 
Gate, Virginia. 

3. Physical characteristics: 

a. Type:  River in the Valley and Ridge Province. 
b. Length:  83.6 miles to Bullpasture Mountain, approximately 3 miles southwest of West     

Virginia line at crossing of Va. Rt. 620. 
c. Approximate discharge volumes (USGS gaging station — mile 2.4 — near Iron Gate,            

Virginia): 
    Maximum — 34,200 cfs 
    Minimum  —        38 cfs 
    Mean          —     508 cfs 
 

d.  Fall per mile:  23.9 feet. 
e. Extent of tidal influence:  None. 
f. Range between ordinary high and low water:  Non-tidal waters. 

 

4. Nature and location of significant obstructions to navigation in portions of the waterbody 
used or potentially capable of use in interstate commerce:  There are none up to Simpson 
Creek — mile 6.0 — other than the natural riffles, bed rock ledges, and gravel bars that         
characterize the river throughout; between Simpson Creek and Millboro Springs — mile 35.7 — 
there are several low water bridges and at least nine sites identified as fords on current USGS 
maps; an old mill dam still stands at Millboro Springs.  

5. Authorized projects: 

a. Nature, condition, and location of any improvement made under projects authorized by  
Congress:  None.  

In 2022, we will be celebrating 50 years of the Cowpasture River Preservation Association. As we   

approach this milestone, we will be running a series of articles on the history of the Cowpasture    

River. Please contact us with your photos and stories surrounding the history of the Cowpasture 

from the past 50 years, and we will consider including them in our future issues. Thank you! 
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b. Description of projects authorized but not constructed:  None. 
c. List of known survey documents or reports describing the waterbody: 

(1) Report on James River, Chief of Engineers, U.S. Army, House Document 192, 73d Congress, 
2d Session, 1934. 

(2) James River, Va., Chief of Engineers, U.S. Army, House Document 207, 80th Congress, 1st 
Session, 1948. 

(3) James River Basin, Comprehensive Water Resources Plan, Virginia State Water Control 
Board, 1970 (Volumes I, II, III, and IV), 1976 (Volume V-A). 

(4) James River Basin, Water Resources Study, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District, 
December 1975. 

 
6. Past or present interstate commerce:  During the first half of the 19th century, landowners in 

Bath County aspired to develop water transportation up the Cowpasture River as far as its      
confluence with the Bullpasture — mile 62.2. There are indications that the river was considered 
navigable from Millboro Springs down, but there is some question that this was an established 
and reliable commercial practice. From Simpson Creek, however, it is clear that the river was 
used to ship iron down the James River to Lynchburg and Richmond. (See the appended           
historical survey of navigation on the Cowpasture River.) 

7. Potential use for interstate commerce, if applicable:  None. 

8. Nature of jurisdiction known to have been exercised by Federal agencies:  None. 

9. State or Federal court decisions relating to navigability of the waterbody, if any: 

a. Commonwealth of Virginia v. A.B. Hammond, B.B. Carter, and R.D. Field, Dockets Nos. 707-708
-709, District Court, Bath County (1972). Defendants were arrested for trespass on the       
Cowpasture River and found guilty at trial; an appeal was filed, but, on a re-hearing before the 
trial judge, the charges were dismissed. The court relied on the precedent cases listed below. 

b. Commonwealth of Virginia v. John William Humphries, Docket No. 742, Bath County Court 
(1970). Defendant was found guilty of trespass on the Jackson River and fined; the decision 
was upheld on appeal, although the fine was reduced by the Circuit Court; in 1971, the         
Supreme Court of Appeals denied a writ, finding no reversible error. The courts relied on 
Boerner v. McCallister. 

c. Boerner v. McCallister, 197 Va. 169, 89 S.E. 2d 23 (1955). Concerns issues of trespass and   
navigability on Jackson River. 

 

10.  Remarks:  The evidence is convincing that the Cowpasture River was navigated successfully from 
the vicinity of Simpson Creek during several decades of the 19th century. The record is not clear 
from the attempts to use or improve the river further up. From earliest times, roads were a     
reasonable alternative to the local river, and the distances were not excessive from the valley of 
the Cowpasture to points of established navigation. In total size, the Cowpasture is a smaller    
river than the adjacent drainages — the Maury River to the east and the Jackson River to the 
west — both of which were navigable in part. At points where the drainage areas are              
comparable, the rivers are hydrologically similar. At Simpson Creek — mile 6.0, for example, the 
average annual discharge and the low flow characteristics are not unlike the Maury River at    
Lexington or the Jackson River at Covington where the rivers are navigable for more than 20 
miles downstream.  
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At Millboro Springs — mile 35.7 — on the Cowpasture, it would have been difficult to sustain 
navigation in the river. 

11. Recommendation:  The Corps of Engineers should declare the Cowpasture River navigable to 
Simpson Creek. 

Photo by Dave Peters 

HISTORICAL SURVEY OF NAVIGATION ON THE COWPASTURE RIVER 

The Cowpasture River rises near the border between northern Highland County and West Virginia. 
It is a clear, mountain-valley stream which flows to the south-southwest and joins the Jackson  
River near Iron Gate to form the James River. Many of the landowners of the Cowpasture valley 
have traditionally insisted that they own the bed of the river. Some sections of the river are so    
vigilantly guarded that recreational canoeists have been arrested for trespassing while floating the 
river. None of the trespass cases, however, have been carried to the appeal level on the issue of 
navigability. 

Early History and Roads 

When the first settlers came to the Cowpasture valley, they were an isolated and, of necessity, a 
self-sufficient population. An 1727 petition to the Governor and Council notes that the             
Cowpasture is at least 200 miles from the nearest landing.1  The first road to the Cowpasture came 
from Staunton around Shenandoah Mountain to Fort Lewis in northern Bath County. This road 
was ordered in 1746 and completed some time later. Two years later a road was ordered from 
Jackson River to Fort Lewis.2 These early roads were little more than trails for pack horses. They 
met the needs of the time, but population growth dictated their upgrading to wagon road status. 
 

The citizens of Greenbrier County, Virginia (now West Virginia) were given permission by the     
legislature to open a road from their courthouse to the “eastern waters” in 1780. The act states 
that the road was to connect “Greenbrier courthouse to the Warm Springs, or to the waggon (sic) 
road at the mouth of the Cowpasture River. . .” The act clearly indicates that wagon roads were 
then open to Richmond.3 It is interesting to note that the caption to the act says the road is to link 
Greenbrier County to the “eastern waters,” an early reference to the growing clamor for linking 
the waters of the James and Ohio Rivers. 



Later turnpikes were built from Lexington to Covington and from Harrisonburg to Warm Springs. A 
road also ran down the Cowpasture valley roughly paralleling the river.4 These roads were important 
for commerce to and from the Cowpasture valley. Added significance for the early roads can be 
attributed to their heavy use for transporting people from all over the mid-Atlantic states to the 
springs at Warm Springs and Hot Springs. The curative powers attributed to the spring waters could 
induce a believer to bump along sixteen hours a day for four days while traveling from Philadelphia 
to Hot Springs.5 After such a trip, it is little wonder that the warm spring waters were thought to 
have cured something. 
 

Attempts to Improve the Cowpasture River for Navigation 
The James River, which is formed by the joining of the Jackson River and the Cowpasture River near 
Iron Gate, Virginia, was an early candidate for improvement for navigation. A statute was passed in 
1783, appointing trustees to clear the Jams River “from the land of Nicholas Davies in the County of 
Bedford, to the mouth of the Cow-Pasture (sic).”6 Subsequently, the James River was improved for 
canal boat navigation from Richmond to Buchanan by 1851.7 The Jackson River from the mouth of 
Dunlap Creek to its confluence with the Cowpasture River was used extensively for floating iron and 
other products in small boats downstream to the beginning of canal navigation.8 Improvement of 
navigation on the Cowpasture River was an obvious adjunct to the existing navigation. 
 

In December, 1818, thirty-eight people living along the Cowpasture River petitioned the General   
Assembly to open and improve the navigation of the Cowpasture. To promote their case, the         
petitioners claimed that “two boats fifty-six feet in length ascended sixty miles above its (the       
Cowpasture) junction with the Jackson River. . .”9 The petitioners further requested that a lottery be 
authorized to raise the needed funds for the improvements. It should be noted that the lottery was a 
popular method of raising money in eighteenth and nineteenth century Virginia, used by secular and 
religious organizations alike. 
 

The General Assembly responded to this petition by passing an action “for improving the navigation 
of the Cow-Pasture (sic) River,” in February, 1819. The act provided a condemnation process for the 
acquisition of needed land and the improved river was to be a public highway. Owners of mill dams 
were required to build locks through their dams for the passage of boats. The lottery requested by 
the petitioners was authorized, and money raised by a previous lottery to build a seminary of    
learning at Hot Springs was transferred to the trustees of the Cowpasture River for their use in      
improving the river.10 The General Assembly went a step further in 1822 and declared the            
Cowpasture River a public highway from its mouth to the lands of Charles Cameron and provided for 
penalties for any person obstructing the river.11 
 

The Cowpasture River next received attention from the General Assembly in 1835 when an act      
incorporating the Cowpasture Navigation Company was passed. The company was to improve      
navigation of the Cowpasture River from the mouth of Simpson Creek to the mouth of the            
Bullpasture River. Five years were allowed the company for completing the work, and the power of 
condemnation was granted. Since the river had previously been declared a public highway, the act 
did not include the usual clause regarding the matter.12 Some interesting conclusions can be drawn 
from the wording of this act. The Cowpasture Navigation Company was authorized to improve the 
river upstream from Simpson Creek; the implication being that the river was already improved and in 
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use below Simpson Creek. The other possibility is that the river was to be improved only to the 
crossing of the Lexington-Covington Turnpike at Simpson Creek. This second possibility can be       
discounted if the iron trade of the area is examined. The Lucy Selina (later Longdale) Iron Furnace 
was constructed on Simpson Creek in 1827 by the firm of Jordan and Irvine.13 It is likely that the   
earlier trustees of the Cowpasture River cleared the river as far up as Simpson Creek. As will be    
noted later in this paper, it is known that Lucy Selina iron was shipped down the Cowpasture River. 
 

It is stated in Martin’s Gazetteer, a reliable historical source, that the Cowpasture River was          
navigable from near Millboro Springs “by boats for three months in the year.”14 This source confirms 
intermittent navigation and explains by implication the many efforts to upgrade and improve the  
river as a transportation route. This information is consistent with the findings of navigation           
historians that nearly all of the rivers in Virginia were used in the nineteenth century to transport 
goods by boat when water conditions were favorable. 
 

The key to year-round use of the river was improvement of the channel by sluices or the                
construction of locks and canals providing for circumnavigation of major obstructions. As noted    
earlier, the Cowpasture Navigation Company was created in 1835, for just such purposes. The James 
River and Kanawha Company considered the improvement of the Cowpasture River as a part of their 
plans for the James River Basin and announced on several occasions that improved navigation on the 
Cowpasture was imminent.15 There is evidence of sluices through the bedrock ledges in the         
Cowpasture River from Simpson Creek downriver to the James River. The writers personally           
observed such sluices while on a canoeing trip, August 9, 1979. 
 

The utility of the sluices on the Cowpasture is the subject of a legislative petition in 1844, from 93 
citizens of Bath and Alleghany counties. The petitioners refer to the act authorizing a lottery (1819) 
and the fact that contracts were let for sluicing the river. No mention is made of the Cowpasture 
Navigation Company. The petitioners state that the bed of the Cowpasture River is changeable and 
composted mostly of rock and small gravel which was likely to be moved by every freshet. After a 
freshet, one would find “a deposit of rock and gravel at the upper end of said sluices and another at 
the lower end:  thus creating two obstacles in the vain effort to remove one. . .”16 The petitioners  
request that the $200 left in the hands of the Treasurer (presumably one of the original trustees of 
the Cowpasture River charged with spending the lottery money) be spent to repair and improve 
parts of the Cowpasture Road. The money already spent on the sluices was a loss to the                
community.17 The General Assembly, in prompt response, passed an act appropriating $100 of the 
money for a bridge across the Cowpasture at Hughard’s Ford on the Staunton-Warm Springs       
Turnpike, and the remaining funds to four other road projects in Bath and Alleghany Counties.18 
 

The improvement of the navigation of the Cowpasture River was a difficult task. Sluices obviously 
created a problem, and there is no evidence that a lock and dam navigation was ever constructed. It 
can be safely stated that the river was used for navigation intermittently during high water seasons 
as far up as Millboro Springs. Attempts to improve the river to make it useful for longer periods in 
the year were not successful. The section of the Cowpasture River from Simpson Creek down,     
however, was used throughout most of the nineteenth century for the transportation of iron, and 
this will be examined later.  
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The General Assembly was petitioned again in 1847, by a number of individuals who wanted to float 
timber down the Cowpasture from “the heart of the white pine and white oak timber county.”19 
James Paine, one of the signers, had previously asked the General Assembly for permission to      
construct a dam at McDonnald’s Falls on the Cowpasture to provide water power to his sawmill.20 It 
is interesting that the 1847 petition says that experiments had shown that logs could be floated 
down the Cowpasture. The petitioners wanted the General Assembly to require mill dam owners to 
build sluices 16 feet wide through their dams as 9 foot boat sluices would not handle log rafts. They 
complain that the mill owners did not construct boat sluices or locks “… to the total obstruction of 
the navigation and the serious injury of persons and property above.”21 The logs and lumber they 
hoped to float down the Cowpasture were to be used for the contemplated state improvements on 
the James River.22 There was no response from the General Assembly. 
 
An act for the protection of fish in the Cowpasture River was passed in 1873, and amended in 
1874.23 Later, the responsibility for protecting fish and providing for fish ladders was given to the 
Board of Public Works. The act is not clear as to what streams were to come under the Board’s      
jurisdiction. It says that the jurisdiction applied to “rivers of the state above tidewater,” but that 
could mean all rivers or just navigable rivers.24 The act is mentioned because of the earlier legislation 
protecting fish in the Cowpasture. The 1822 act declaring the Cowpasture River a public highway 
was repealed in 1910.25 As was mentioned earlier, landowners today along the Cowpasture River 
have had canoeists arrested for trespassing while floating down the river. The legislative history of 
the Cowpasture River certainly brings to mind the possibility that a trespass case and a navigability 
question may eventually be resolved in the courts. 
 

The Iron Trade on the Cowpasture River 
The Lucy Selina Iron Furnace mentioned earlier was located on Simpson Creek about three miles 
east of the Cowpasture River. In the 1850s, the Jordans suspended operation at Lucy Selina in favor 
of an improved facility at Australia Furnace, about four miles further up Simpson Creek. Both        
furnaces provided pig iron to the Tredegar Company in Richmond during the Civil War.26 Iron from 
the Simpson Creek furnaces was wagoned — Scott and Company was one firm so employed — to 
the Cowpasture Bridge of the Lexington-Covington Turnpike near the mouth of Simpson Creek.27 
Sometimes boats could not come all the way upstream to the Cowpasture Bridge and the iron was 
loaded from wagons to boats at points further downstream.28 For several decades in the 19th      
century, shipping iron downstream from the Cowpasture River was a clearly established practice and 
an effective way of getting pig iron by way of the James River to Lynchburg and Richmond.29 Iron 
was shipped from Clifton Forge and the mouth of Dunlap Creek on the Jackson River. 
 

Conclusion 
Navigation of the Cowpasture River was probably attempted at times as far up as Millboro Springs, 
although it must have been an arduous and intermittent practice, and only marginally competitive 
with transportation over the existing roads and turnpikes. The record shows the continued efforts to 
make the river navigable above Simpson Creek. But, if the evidence is tentative for the upper   
reaches, it would seem conclusive that below Simpson Creek navigation was an established practice. 
The history of the iron industry in the decades before and during the Civil War, when combined with 
the other evidence, should confirm a finding of navigability from the mouth of the Cowpasture to 
Simpson Creek.           
                    (footnotes on next page) 
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Come Join Us for the Walton Tract Clean-Up 
Saturday, October 23, 2021 (1:00—4:00 pm) 

 

It’s that time of year again when we collect litter along the            

Cowpasture River at our adopted site in the national forest. We will 

meet at the Walton Tract lower public access point (“rope swing”). 

To sign up, send an email to directorcrpa@gmail.com or call 540- 

620-7795. Further details will be provided upon your RSVP. 

(Top left photo from Nan Mahone 

Wellborn) — Bill Wellborn     

wearing his CRPA cap by the   

Mystic River in Connecticut last  

fall. 

(Bottom left photo) — Pam and 

Lucius Bracey sent us a photo of 

their grandchildren, Henry and 

Lucius, in their CRPA onesies. They 

are 9 months old in this photo and 

enjoying their first dip in the   

Cowpasture River.  

(Bottom center photo) —  Margo 

Clegg sent us a photo of the    

newest addition to her family, her 

grandchild, Julian, who is looking 

mighty fine in his CRPA onesie.  

Education Committee Update 

The Education Committee met in late July to discuss how to best use the proceeds from the Bill 

Hardbarger Education Scholarship Fund. The group agreed that CRPA would provide a yearly   

scholarship for a second-year student (preferably in the forestry program) at Dabney Lancaster 

Community College. Dick Brooks met with Dabney’s Executive Director of Education Foundation, 

James Cook, to set up the logistics of providing this scholarship on an ongoing basis in Bill         

Hardbarger’s memory. In addition, Kim Manion agreed to follow up with the sixth grade teachers in 

Alleghany, Bath and Highland counties to encourage them to work with CRPA to train their          

students in river monitoring with individual test kits that CRPA would provide. If the teachers are 

onboard, Kim will arrange for their professional development training in advance of launching this 

project. The committee felt that providing individual test kits for each sixth grade student would be 

a more effective way to teach them about river monitoring during this time period when we are 

not yet allowed back into the classrooms due to Covid restrictions.  

LOOK WHO’S  

WEARING OUR  

MERCHANDISE! 



Thank You To Our Loyal Watershed Members 

The following list includes dues and gifts received since November 1, 2020 during our 2020-2021 Annual Campaign 

season. Thanks for your continued support, and welcome to our new members who are highlighted in bold.                

Total donations for the current campaign = $49,062.20.  (Note: Some donors asked that their names not be published.)  

Bedrock Patrons  

Johanna and John Boynton, IV 

Michael and Patricia Christian 

Kent and Ellen Ford 

Nelson Hoy and Lizzie Biggs 

Michael C. Pace & James H.A. Loss-Wells 

George and Frances Phillips 

Tim and Lynn Pistell 

Tom and Sera Reycraft 

Celia and Jim Rutt 

Truman T. Semans 

Carson and Jeff Sullivan 

Don Thomson 

Tom and Cathy Thomson 

Ross Waller and Ann Huebner 

Tom and Patti Watts 

 

Wallawhatoola Society  

Debbie and Doug Albrecht 

Roger and Cynthia Baroody 

Lucius and Pam Bracey 

David Brooks 

Dick and Mindy Brooks 

Tuck and Chris Carter 

John and Caryl Cowden 

Bill and Susan Frank (Down Below, LLC) 

Jean Ann H. Manner 

Cleve and Barbara McGeehee 

Lou and Betty Robinson 

David and Carolyn Van Lear 

Michael Wildasin 

 

 

Watershed Stewards 

Brooks Construction, Inc. 

Lissy Bryan 

Debbie G. Bush 

Matt and Linda Cauley 

Margo Clegg 

Witcher and Elizabeth Dudley 

Puggy and Kathy Farmer 

Fort Dickinson Farm (Harold Smestad) 

Jean Garby 

George & Cushing Holland 

Talfourd Kemper 

Annette Kirby 

Anne Koethcke 

Tom and Anna Lawson 

Read Lunsford 

Dick and Glovie Lynn 

Will and Bonnie Mahone 

Morrison and Meryl Manner 

Paul and Valerie Marini 

Markel Corporation CyberGrants Program 

Jim and Anne McVey 

Ann and Armory Mellen, III 

Norwood and Susan Morrison 

Lang and Latham Murray Charitable Fund 

Doris and John Percy 

Connie V. Russell 

Bill and Barbara Tavenner 

Michel and Margaret Van Yahres 

Jacob H. Wamsley, II 

Bill and Nan Mahone Wellborn 

Robin C. Wood & Mina Wood 

 

Headwaters Circle 

Bill and Norvell Adamson 

Norm and Sara Bell 

Charles and Jennifer Black 

Susan Brush 

David and Kit Burnett 

Camp Mont Shenandoah (Ann Warner) 

David and Erin Cowden 

Dale and Betty Crutchfield 

John Deehan and Rhet Wilson 

LCDr. John P. DeVenny 

James and Anne Doll 

Bertis Downs 

Rebecca Downs 

Richard Embrey 

Jim and Trisha English 

Cody and Stewart Ford 

Ramona Garcia 

Remi Gratton, III 

Allan and Lynne Griffith 

Christie Hardbarger 

Elizabeth Hereford 

Marshall and Jane Higgins 

Graham and Donna Hobbs 

Ryan and Mary Hodges 

Roger Holnback 

Leighton and Pinky Houck 

Anna Jacobs 

Lois and Gary Johnson 

Bill Jones and Lee Elliott 

Terry and Mary M. King 

Marc Koslen 

(continued) 

Fall 2021    13 



Thank You To Our Loyal Watershed Members 

Betsy Lasley 

Allen LeHew 

Jane Lindsay and John Beach 

Lloyd and Elizabeth Lipscomb 

Reverend Lowell & Dr. Becky Qualls 

Dennis and Martha Manner-Brown 

Bill and Cindy McNown 

George Otis Mead, III 

Rick and Suzanne Miller 

Mett and Traci Miller 

Percy and Anne Montague 

Chris and Forrest Moore 

Jim and Katherine Morris 

Frank and Gail Morrison 

Todd and Ann Nugent 

Dale Perry 

Dave and Sandra Peters 

David Peterson 

David and Marjorie Ray 

Keith Schnebly, III 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Seiffert 

Tommy and Kelly Slusser 

Elizabeth Van Lear 

Adam Wallace 

Walnut Tree Farm 

Eddie and Sheri Walters 

Roland and Itsuko Walters 

Alston and Phillip Watt 

R.C. Watts, III 

Aaron and Jill Weeter 

Scott Williams 

Bill and Lang Wilson 

Roger Wilson 

William and Beverly Wilson 

Paige Pistell Witte 

Mina and Robert Wood, III 

Joe and Kathy Wood 

 

River Guardian 

Phil Agee 

John Alford 

Andrew Armstrong 

Mark and Margie Arnold 

Sally Bingley 

Sally Branch and Roy Simmons 

Ann Bryan and Joe Murray 

Ann F. Caldwell 

Richard and Kathleen Cauthorn 

Charities Aid Foundation of America 

Gary and Kathy Childs 

Michael and Patricia Christian 

Bill and Stephanie Cornett 

George B. Craddock, Jr. 

Theodore J. Craddock 

Wayne and Rhonda Cross 

Larry and Nora Denius 

James DeVenny 

Nancy and Ray Gaines 

Allen and Suzy Gunn 

Channing M. Hall, III 

J. Lesslie Hall, III 

Michael and Dorothy Hayslett 

David and Gayle Hickman 

David Higgins 

Patrick Higgins 

Highland Beef Farms 

Robert C. Hilton, Jr. 

Stewart B. Hobbs, Jr. 

Allan B. Howerton 

Elizabeth Hulette 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger H.W. Kirby 

Anne and Steve Larrick 

Jim and Sharon LaVier 

Dale Martin 

Cory McCallum 

Stephen McLean 

Dr. Edward Metzger 

Jean and Richard Miller 

Pamela Minkler 

Jim and Susan Muehleck 

Barbara Newlon 

C.J. and Bonnie Nicely 

J. Alexander Owen 

Paul T. Owen 

Rev. Carl Pattison and Rachel Johnson 

John T. Percy, Jr. 

Arne Peterson 

Potomac Hunt Club 

James and Sarah Redington 

Leighanne Reid 

Jim and Denise Revercomb 

Martha B. Ruggles 

John Schmerfeld and Cindy Hall 

Ann May Shelton 

Peg Sheridan 

James and Sheryl Slough 

Frederick A. Terrell, III 

H. Bruce Thomson, III 

Universal Leaf Foundation 

Quintin Van Lear 

Debby and Tom Voldrich 

Bill and Eleanor Washburn 

Richard and Gail Wilder 

Davis R. Wilson 

Jane Wolke 

George Wood 

Robert C. Wood, III 

Susan B. Wright 

Andrew and Linsey Young 

 

Individual 

Jenny Abrams 

Evan Atkins 

Deliece Blanchard 

(continued) 
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Thank You To Our Loyal Watershed Members 
Norman Blanchard 

Ellen Bondurant 

Sally Booth 

Lewis Brinkley 

Bob Burnett 

Butler Cave Conservation Society 

John Chambers 

Jinx Constine 

Kelly Cowden 

Lisa Dabareiner 

Drew and Kelly Diffenbaugh 

Carolyn Dudley 

Candice Dupoise 

Katherine Dupoise 

Wade Evans 

William Fairley 

Jacqueline Farley 

Christy Farmer 

Julie Farrell 

Charles S. Garratt, IV 

Matt Gentry 

Beverly Kay Gerehart 

Missy Goode 

Kathleen Gordon 

Katie Grist 

Josh Hardbarger 

Danie Hart (Highland Hunt Club) 

Lois Jeavons 

Dr. David Jones 

Brett LaGue 

Rick Lambert 

James and Adele Lambiase 

Dee Lob 

Garland and Jacqueline Lynn 

Jeffrey McDanald 

Dan Miles 

Betsy Moore 

Annette Naber 

Diane Patton 

Christopher C. Peters 

Jeff and Harriet Price 

Annie Schultz 

James Shelton 

Richard Sheridan 

Lois Shipley 

Kermit Shriver 

Jeff Staples 

Winifred Stephenson 

Eddie Stinespring 

Mary K. Van Lear 

Amy Varner  

Will Washburn 

Priscilla Whitlock 

Claudia Wisdom-Good 

Geraldine Young 

Peter Young 

 

Junior Members 

Evie Grist 

Abe Hardbarger 

Jaxson Hardbarger 

William Mahone VII 

 

In Memory of: 
 

Bill Hardbarger 

by Mary Hardbarger 

Myron and Catherine Jolkovsky 

 

Larry Harris 
By Victoria Creason 

 

Robert C. Hilton 
by Philip Bredesen and Andrea Conte 

Janet Chase 

Lois Jeavons 

James King 

Norwood Morrison 

Todd and Ann Nugent 

John Percy 

Darrell Price 

Sue Tharrett 

Don Thomson 

Tom Thomson 

Tom and Patti Watts 

Robert R. West, MD  

 

Brenda Hobbs 

by Carson and Jeff Sullivan 

Jen Wulf 

 

Bob and Lee Tavenner 
by Bill and Barbara Tavenner 

 

Donna Thomson 
by Don Thomson 

 

Tyler Wright 

by Jim and Katherine Morris 

Barbara Newlon 
 

In Honor of: 

Jennie Downs Corbin 
by Becky Downs & Gene Downs, Jr. 

 

Allan and Becky Howerton 
by Bill and Beverly Wilson 

 

Whitney Saunders 
by Mary-Carson Stiff 

The CRPA’s current annual campaign 

runs from Nov. 1, 2020—Oct. 31, 2021. 

This campaign is nearly through its   

cycle. Dues and gifts received during 

this campaign are essential to the 

CRPA being able to carry on its mission 

of stewarding the Cowpasture River. 

Please consider sending your support 

if you have not already done so. Thank 

you. 

If we overlooked anyone or made 
an error, please let us know. We 
would like to correct any errors in 
the next newsletter. Please contact 
Lynne at directorcrpa@gmail.com. 
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     Please join us today.  The river needs your time, talent and support! 
Your donations are tax deductible! 

 

 $25 Adult Membership (minimum annual dues 

      per individual      $1,000 Bedrock Patron Donation 

 $50 River Guardian Donation     Memorial Donation $__________________________  

 $100 Headwaters Circle Donation        in memory of ________________________________ 

 $250 Watershed Steward Donation    $12 Junior Membership Dues 

 $500 Wallawhatoola Society Donation   I am a NEW member!  I am RENEWING 
 

NAME(S): ________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS:          

                  

CITY — STATE — ZIP           PHONE           

E-MAIL:           

 I prefer to NOT have my name published as a contributor.  

 Please send my newsletter by email version only.    

 I am interested in becoming a volunteer and/or river monitoring. 

(Note: A financial statement is available upon written request from the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services — Office of 
Charitable and Regulatory Programs.)               


